
The hamlet of Rowlands Hollow was named after one of its early prominent residents, Isaac Rowland. 
In 1802, Isaac Rowland, with his father Oliver and brother Robert migrated to Milton from Pittstown in Rensselaer 
County. They were able to secure some land from Daniel Rathbun, an early resident of Rock City Falls.  The 
Rowland family included 12 members, but Isaac made an immediate impact on his newly adopted community. 
Isaac owned and operated the first store in the area, and also served as tax assessor.  In that role, he 
accumulated several large tracts of land through outright purchases, or through sheriff's auctions for non-
payment of taxes, as was the case of his father Oliver’s property.  Issacs’s holdings amounted to over 1300 
acres which extended from present day Geyser Road to Route 29, and what today includes much of the Saratoga 
County Airport.  As the Rowland family established themselves on their land holdings a road was put in which 
today bears their name, Rowland Street.  By 1809, Isaac Rowland also operated very successful grist and 
sawmills on a tributary of the Kayaderosseras Creek in the northeast section of his lands.  Fire destroyed the 
mill in 1819, but it was quickly rebuilt, and operated successfully for the next 70 years.  As people came to settle 
in the area, other new types of businesses developed.  In the 1860’s Prince Wing from Greenfield, expanded his 
business into Milton operating a limestone quarry, lime kiln, and plaster mill, which benefited from the limestone 
cliffs rising in the northern part of the town. Today, this area still supports the operation of the Pompa and Palette 
Quarries along Route 29.  Between 1809 and 1813 wool factories opened in the area. Brothers Samuel and 
Thomas Benedict operated the first carding machine to process wool.   Over time a neighborhood grew around 
the thriving businesses of Rowlands Hollow.  A school was constructed of limestone from the nearby quarries to 
educate the children of the mill workers and farmers in the area.    

Since WWI the mills of Rowlands Hollow have closed down.  Quarries still operate along Route 29, but 
much of the area once owned by the Rowland family is today largely residential housing.  A large tract of the 
Rowland’s Hollow also serves as the Saratoga County Airport which was established in 1943.  The airport has 
continued to expand in territory and importance to the Town and County.  Land bordering the airport along 
Geyser Road and Rowland Street today have experienced recent commercial development, supporting a 

growing number of specialty shops, and a large Supermarket.
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